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Create Lasting Impact

Rotary International's President for 2026-27 is Olayinka
Hakeem Babalola from Nigeria, selected after the previous

President-elect, SangKoo Yun, resigned due to health reasons
(pancreatic cancer). Babalola, an attorney and energy ‘ REA ’E

executive, will begin his term July 1, 2026, and his message

will likely focus on continued service, building on the current LASTING
"Unite for Good" theme, emphasizing Rotary's impact, unity,

and growth.

Key Details about Babalola's Selection:Background: A long- IMPA CT

time Rotaractor and Rotarian, serving as District Governor

and Rl Vice President.Context: The Board selected him
following President-elect Yun's resignation in mid-2025 to ROta ry {{ JOL)P
focus on health.Focus: Babalola's leadership aims for

continuity and strengthened connections within Rotary.

Anticipated Message Themes:Service & Impact: Continuing

to highlight Rotary's mission and global service.
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January — Vocational Service Month

Service Through One’s Profession

January is celebrated across Rotary as Vocational Service Month, a time to reflect on one of Rotary’s core
pillars—Vocational Service, which calls upon Rotarians to serve society through their professions while upholding
the highest ethical standards.

Vocational Service reminds us that every profession—whether medicine, engineering, education, business, law,
agriculture, or skilled trades—has the power to create positive change. Rotary believes that work is not merely a

means of livelihood but a platform for service, integrity, and leadership.
The Essence of Vocational Service

At the heart of Vocational Service lies the belief that professional excellence and ethical conduct can transform
communities. Rotarians are encouraged to:

¢ Practice high ethical standards in their professions

e Recognize the worthiness of all useful occupations

e Use professional skills to address societal needs

e Mentor young professionals and guide them toward responsible leadership

The Four-Way Test, Rotary’s timeless ethical guide, continues to inspire Rotarians to evaluate decisions in both
personal and professional lives—ensuring truth, fairness, goodwill, and benefit to all.

Vocational Service in Action

Rotary clubs worldwide actively promote vocational service through initiatives such as:

e Career guidance and skill-development programs

¢ Professional excellence awards

¢ Vocational training teams and mentorship programs

e Ethical business practices workshops

¢ Support for startups, artisans, and entrepreneurs

These activities not only empower individuals but also strengthen the social and economic fabric of communities.
Inspiring the Next Generation

An important aspect of Vocational Service is engaging youth and young professionals. By sharing experiences,
providing mentorship, and creating opportunities for learning, Rotarians help shape responsible, skilled, and
service-oriented future leaders.

ACalltoAction

As we observe Vocational Service Month, let us reaffirm our commitment to:

e Serve society through our professions

¢ Lead with integrity and compassion

¢ Berole models in ethical conduct

¢ Transform work into a meaningful instrument of service

By aligning our professional lives with Rotary values, we truly live the Rotary motto—

“Service Above Self.”




Rotary Nation Builder & Vocational Awards
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